                              Sanctuary Rescue

Saving shelter dogs one puppy at a time
Midlothian, Virginia 
sanctuaryrescue@gmail.com
This is an agreement for the adoption of ______________________________, hereafter referred to as “Dog”,  Breed: ________________________________, Date of birth __________________, Approximate age ____________________, Description ________________________________________________________ between Sanctuary Rescue and ___________________________________________________________, hereafter referred to as “Adopter”.

1) Adopter agrees to provide Dog with a healthy diet, fed no less than once per day, fresh water, proper exercise, veterinary care and shelter at all times.

2) Dog shall reside indoors, in the adopter’s home, and live as a family member and companion only.  The dog will not be kept outdoors overnight.  Dog will not be allowed to roam the streets.  At no time is Dog to be chained or left unattended attached to a “zip line”.

3) Dog adopted as a puppy shall begin heartworm preventative at four (4) months of age when receiving the rabies shot as required by law.  The dog shall remain on heartworm preventative indefinitely throughout the entire lifespan of Dog.  Sanctuary Rescue reserves the right to verify with Adopter’s veterinarian that Dog is current on all vaccinations and heartworm preventative.

4) If at any time in the future you cannot continue to provide proper care for the Dog, you will not abandon, give or sell the Dog to another person, company, organization, medical research, pound or animal shelter. You agree to do one or more of the following: 

A) Obtain approval from Sanctuary Rescue to transfer the ownership of the Dog to a friend or relative. Rescue must approve the new adopter who will be required to sign an agreement similar to this one.

B. Agree to cover the costs to board Dog for an agreed-upon               time, allowing Rescue to actively seek a new home and then relinquish the Dog to Rescue when a home is found. Note: Boarding costs are $35 to $40 per day.

C. Return Dog to Rescue.

Return Policy: If Adopter decides to not keep the Dog, Adopter hereby agrees to return the Adoptee to Rescue. Importantly, Adopter agrees to give Rescue 15 working days to secure a kennel, and will provide safe and loving care of the Dog until it is returned. _____  (Adopter Initial).
Adopter agrees to safely transport the Dog to the determined kennel or veterinarian facility, and will return any/all paperwork, medical records and supplies at that time. 

5) Adopter agrees that the adoption of Dog is a personal family pet, not as a gift or for the purpose of providing Dog to anyone else.  

6) Adopter will provide Dog proper grooming, including but not limited to eye care, ear care, regular brushing, baths, nail clipping and haircuts.
7) Adopter will ensure that Dog wears a collar and appropriate identification tags when not in Adopter’s home.

8) Adopter understands that Dog needs proper attention, interaction, exercise and mental stimulation.  Adopter agrees to work with Dog to modify any such undesirable behavior including, but not limited to, barking, aggression, house soiling, biting, scratching, digging, etc. without the use of negative reinforcements or other methods which may harm Dog.  Sanctuary Rescue has not represented to Adopter that Dog will not engage in any of these behaviors.
9) Adopter understands that Sanctuary Rescue strongly recommends enrolling Dog in a canine obedience class within 30 days of adoption. 

10) Adopter agrees to notify Sanctuary Rescue no less than five (5) business days prior to change of address or change of environment that will affect the dog, and no more than 24 hours after any incident involving animal control and/or complaints arising from said ownership of Dog.
11) Adopter hereby understands, promises and agrees that in receipt of Dog to forever release, discharge and covenant to hold harmless Sanctuary Rescue and its officers and representatives and assigns from any and all claims, damages and costs, expenses, loss of services, actions and causes of action belonging to Adopter arising out of any act or occurrence from the present time and particularly on account of the adoption of Dog.

12) Adopter agrees to make a minimum adoption fee in the amount of $_______.  Adopter understands the fee is not a sale price but a contribution used to reimburse Sanctuary Rescue for any and all medical expenses or any other expenses incurred by Dog and is therefore non-refundable.

13) If at any time it becomes the opinion of Sanctuary Rescue that these conditions are not being met, Adopter understands that Sanctuary Rescue may reclaim Dog irrespective of any monetary contribution or other expenditures Adopter may have made.   

14) Adopter agrees that they are over the age of 18 and that this is a legal and binding contract.
15) Adopter agrees that if there is any breach or default of the terms of this contract and Dog must be redeemed through a claim and delivery service, that Adopter will be held liable for all court costs and fees for Adopter’s attorney and Sanctuary Rescue’s attorney.
16) Adopter understands that the spay/neuter procedure is part of the adoption fee.  As such, Adopter agrees to present Dog on prearranged date for spay/neuter surgery at Sanctuary Rescue’s clinic of choice.  If the procedure needs to be rescheduled, Adopter agrees to give Sanctuary Rescue 14 days prior notice.  Any changes must be made through Sanctuary Rescue and not spay/neuter clinic.  Adopter agrees that spay/neuter surgery will be performed no later than six months of age.  If spay/neuter surgery is not performed via Sanctuary Rescue, Adopter agrees to provide proof thereof by six months of age to Sanctuary Rescue.  _______(Adopter Initial)  

17)  Adopter agrees to pay Sanctuary Rescue $1,000 liquidated damages in the event Adopter breaches any of the provisions of this agreement.
I HAVE READ THIS AGREEMENT AND UNDERSTAND AND AGREE TO ITS TERMS:

NAME: _____________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE: __________________________________________ DATE: ________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________
HOME/CELL PHONE: _________________________________________________
EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________
DRIVERS LICENSE # __________________________________________________
EMERGENCY CONTACT: _____________________________________________

SANCTUARY RESCUE REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE:_____________________________________DATE ____________
